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ATHLETES OF THE CENTURY 


SOFTBALL AIMS FOR ALL-TIME 
ATTENDANCE RECORD IN 2009 
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DERRICK THOMAS 
ELECTED TO THE PRO 
FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME 


Alabama All-American Derrick Thomas 
has been elected to the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame, becoming the seventh former 
Crimson Tide star to be enshrined into 
the National Football League's elite 
group of players and executives. 


Thomas joins former UA greats Don 
Hutson (Green Bay, 1963), Bart Starr 
(Green Bay, 1977), Joe Namath (New 
York Jets, 1985), John Hannah (New 
England, 1991), Dwight Stephenson 
(Miami Dolphins, 1998) and Ozzie 
Newsome (Cleveland Browns, 1999) in 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Hutson 
was a member of the inaugural Hall of 
Fame Class in 1963. 


Alabama is fourth in college football 
history with seven Pro Football Hall of 
Fame selections, trailing Southern Cali- 
fornia (11), Notre Dame (10) and 
Michigan (8) on the all-time list. 


The University of Alabama System Board of Trustees 
recently approved a plan for expansion of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium's South End Zone with construction expected to 
begin very soon. 


The project was approved after more than a year of dis- 
cussions between Director of Athletics Mal Moore, UA 
President Dr. Robert E. Witt, Vice-President for Financial 
Affairs Dr. Lynda Gilbert and the UA System Board of 
Trustees. Moore formally requested Board of Trustees 
approval for a plan for expansion of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium's South End Zone on February 6, and the Board 
swiftly approved the project, which will add more than 
9,000 seats and 36 skyboxes to raise the stadium's 
capacity to approximately 101,000. 


“This is yet another strong signal to our fans, boosters 
and the Board of Trustees that we are confident in the 
future of Alabama athletics and the football program in 
particular,” said Moore. “Interest in our football program 
is at an all-time high, as reflected in the enormous 
demand for season tickets and skyboxes. Our waiting list 
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for football tickets is over 10,000. This project also will 
help support the Tuscaloosa economy now and in the 
future.” 


The stadium expansion project is expected to cost approxi- 
mately $80.6 million and will include preservation of the 
existing structure and enhancements that will improve the 
game-day experience for all fans. The project also will 
include new offices for the Crimson Tide Foundation, a 
food market & merchandise store on street level, and two 
new video boards on the corners of the upper deck to 
replace the current south end zone scoreboard. 


Construction is expected to be completed for the start of 
the 2010 football season. Davis Architects, of Birming- 
ham, Ala., in consultation with HOK Sport Architects of 
Kansas City, Mo., will coordinate design of the project. 


Plans have not been finalized for ticket distribution in the 
new South End Zone addition, but all groups will be 
notified when a comprehensive plan is finalized. Addi- 
tional South End Zone upper deck seating will be dedi- 
cated to accommodate UA students, faculty/staff, TIDE 


"We have received pledges for 25 of the 36 skyboxes 
to date, signed pledges that have made a very sizeable 
gift in order to get on the list for a skybox," Moore said. 
"We're proud of the support that our alumni and our 
fans have given throughout the years, but this is one 
thing that says we need to enlarge the stadium 
because of the demand we are receiving from fans, 
visitors, and people that have supported us through 
the years,” 


“We need more seats for our students. The President 
has grown the University. We've broken enrollment 
records for five straight years. There’s more demand, 
more need for student tickets, so this is another 
reason why we need to build this stadium.” 


Moore also noted the positive impact on the local 
economy, with the project creating much-needed jobs 
at a time of economic difficulties. 


SOUTH END ZONE EXPANSION 


“The economic impact of Alabama football on the 
economy in this area is over $15 million for the Tusca- 
loosa area, Tuscaloosa/Northport, the county of Tusca- 
loosa,""Moore said. "Each game that is played here 
generates over $15 million in tax revenue and money 
spent in this area. This will increase by adding the 
south end zone, approximately $1.5 million to that 
total. 


"So the timing of building this, | think, will make a dif- 
ference in the economy here in this area with jobs that 
are desperately needed. This is a good time to build 
this-stadium- simply because of the need for work. 
We'll have several companies that will bid and make a 
run at this job. It’s a good time for us and it’s a good 
time for us to support the economy.” 
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2009 Spring Football Preview 


It seems like the turnaround football season of 2008 was only a few 
weeks ago, but with March coming up on the calendar it is time to 
shift the focus to spring football at Alabama. The fourth quarter off- 
season conditioning program is underway as the Crimson Tide look 
to improve physically before stepping back onto the practice field. 
Spring drills begin on Friday, March 13th and conclude with the 
A-Day Game on Saturday, April 18th. A-Day has become a huge 
event at the University of Alabama with crowds of 92,000 and 78,000 
the last two years — a total of 170,000 that is the best two-year total 
in the country. The passion and pride shown by Alabama fans by 
those spring attendance numbers were a big key according to head 
coach Nick Saban in helping the staff put together back-to-back 
signing classes ranked No. 1 by Rivals.com. 


Not only is there a great deal of interest in spring football at a tradi- 
tion-rich school like Alabama by the fans and alumni, but it is also 
very important to players looking to establish themselves in front of 
the coaching staff as reliable contributors for the 2009 season. Com- 
petition will be intense across the board on both sides of the ball as 
players aim to show why they belong on the field. The Crimson Tide 
return 13 of 22 position starters from last year’s 12-2 SEC West 
Championship team. Only Florida State and Miami played more true 
freshmen than Alabama last season and many of the second-year 
players from that talented 2008 recruiting class hope to take advan- 
tage of their first spring in Tuscaloosa with a strong showing in March 
and April. 


The Tide must replace seven starters on the offensive side of the ball 
and many of those seniors were three and four-year starters who 
really proved their worth in terms of leadership in 2008. Alabama's 
all-time leading passer, John Parker Wilson, graduated after three 
seasons as the top signal caller. Junior Greg McElroy backed Wilson 
up a year ago and will open the spring as the most experienced at 
the position. Wilson was a very durable performer so McElroy threw 
just 11 passes, completing eight for 123 yards with one touchdown 
in six games played last season. Star Jackson and Thomas Darrah 
were behind Wilson and McElroy, but have yet to attempt a pass in 
collegiate action. 


The offensive line loses three outstanding performers in All-Ameri- 
cans Antoine Caldwell (center) and Andre Smith (tackle) as well as 
two-year starter Marlon Davis (guard). Not only was Caldwell as 
four-year starter, but he was also a two-time team captain. Smith 
won the Outland Trophy as the nation’s top lineman and was a 
three-year starter at the all-important left tackle position. Mike 
Johnson, a second team All-SEC selection, returns as a senior after 
starting at left guard last year as does Drew Davis at right tackle. 
Johnson started at left tackle in the Sugar Bow! while Davis started 
all 14 games in 2008. With just two starters back, the offensive line 
will be a big focus this spring. 


In addition to quarterback and offensive line, tight ends Travis 
McCall and Nick Walker must be replaced. McCall and Walker both 
started last year as UA utilized both on most regular downs. Walker 
was second on the team with 32 catches as a senior while McCall 
was one of four players to earn a Senior Bowl invite. Brad Smelley 
saw some playing time as a true frosh in 2008 as did Chris Under- 
wood. Colin Peek, who had a strong A-Day showing a year ago, is 
now available after sitting out the season following his transfer from 
Georgia Tech. 
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Running back joins tight end as another position of interest as Glen 
Coffee opted for the NFL Draft a year early after rushing for 1,383 
yards and 10 touchdowns. Mark Ingram had a solid freshman 
campaign, rushing for 728 yard and 12 scores in his first year in Tus- 
caloosa. Roy Upchurch was a threat both rushing (350 yards and 
four TDs) and receiving (101 yards) despite being slowed by a neck 
injury late in the year. He will be held out of contact at the start of 
spring practice. Terry Grant was fourth on the rushing list last season 
and also contributed on special teams. 


At wide receiver, Julio Jones made an immediate impact in 2008 as 
he was named the SEC Freshman of the Year after leading the team 
with 924 yards on 58 catches. Jones made every Freshman All- 
America team in his rookie year and had his two best games against 
top competition - at LSU (126 yards) and vs. Florida (124 yards) in 
the SEC Championship Game. Mike McCoy started alongside Jones 
and was third on the team with 16 catches for 191 yards and one 
touchdown. Also back at receiver is sophomore speedster Marquis 
Maze, who totaled 11 receptions for 137 yards and two touchdowns 
in his rookie year. 


The Alabama defense will have a few more familiar faces back with 
nine starters returning from a unit that ranked No. 3 nationally in total 
defense. The two starters lost were big pieces to that success, 
however, as both were two-year starters. Safety Rashad Johnson 
and defensive end Bobby Greenwood graduated after outstanding 
Alabama careers. Johnson was a two-time team captain along with 
Caldwell and also earned All-America honors in 2008 after leading 
the team in interceptions for the second straight season. Greenwood 
led the team with 5.0 sacks last year and started every game at 
defensive end. 


On the defensive line, All-America noseguard Terrence Cody returns 
after starting 12 games in the middle and solidifying a tough Tide 
rush defense. Defensive end Brandon Deaderick will be a senior in 
2009 as well and started all 14 games last season with 4.0 sacks and 
5.5 tackles for loss. Josh Chapman and Marcell Dareus saw signifi- 
cant playing time at noseguard last season with Cody. At end, 
Lorenzo Washington and Luther Davis played in all 14 games and 
had 2.5 tackles for loss apiece. 


A question mark entering the 2008 season, the linebackers evolved 
into a team strength. Back in the middle of the 3-4 are starters 
Rolando McClain and Dont'a Hightower, McClain, who led last year’s 
defense with 95 tackles, was a Freshman All-American in 2007 and 
Hightower followed in his footsteps by earning that distinction in 
2008. Hightower was fourth on the team with 64 tackles in his first 
year. On the outside, Cory Reamer started 11 games at SAM and 
Brandon Fanney totaled 14 starts on the other side at JACK. Fanney 
was third behind McClain and Johnson in terms of tackles (66) and 
also had 9.0 tackles for loss. Pushing that group of returnees at the 
linebacker position will be Jerrell Harris, Chavis Williams, Prince Hall, 
Charlie Higgenbotham, Chris Jordan and Courtney Upshaw. 


In the secondary, back are starters Javier Arenas and Kareem 
Jackson at corner as well as Justin Woodall at strong safety. 
Johnson's starting free safety job will be up for grabs. Arenas started 
all 14 games in addition to his return duties while Jackson has been 
in the starting lineup for the last two seasons. Woodall was second 
on the team in interceptions with four and also forced a pair of 
fumbles in his first year as a starter. Cornerbacks Marquis Johnson, 
Chris Rogers and Robby Green saw a good deal of time last season 
as did safeties Ali Sharrief, Tyrone King and Mark Barron. 


The specialists are back across the board for the Crimson Tide. 
Leigh Tiffin and P.J. Fitzgerald had good seasons at placekicker and 
punter, respectively while deep snapper Brian Selman was a consis- 
tent performer. Arenas is one of the most dangerous returners in the 
country on both punts and kickoffs and had three punt returns for 
scores in 2008, including a TD in the Sugar Bowl. 
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WHATABURGER COLLEGE CLASSIC 


at Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
vs. Texas-Pan American 
vs. Texas A&M Corpus Christi 


vs. Alabama A&M 
at Mississippi * 

at Mississippi * 

at Mississippi * 

vs. UAB 

at UAB 

at Florida * 

at Florida * 

at Florida * 

vs. Mississippi Valley State 
vs. Tennessee * 

vs. Tennessee * 

vs. Tennessee * 

vs. Troy 

vs. LSU * 

vs. LSU* 

vs. LSU* 

vs. Mississippi Valley State 
at Samford 

at Vanderbilt * 

at Vanderbilt * 

at Vanderbilt * 

at South Alabama 
vs. Kentucky * 

vs. Kentucky * 

vs. Kentucky * 

vs. South Alabama 
at Mississippi State * 
at Mississippi State * 
at Mississippi State * 
vs. Arkansas * 

vs. Arkansas * 

vs. Arkansas * 

at Auburn * 

at Auburn * 

at Auburn * 


‘SEC Tournament 
NCAA Regionals 
NCAA Super Regionals 
College World Series 
CWS Super Series 


‘denotes SEC game 


Is 


Corpus Christi, Texas 
Corpus Christi, Texas 
Corpus Christi, Texas 


Montgomery (Riverwalk Stadium) 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Oxford, Miss. 
Oxford, Miss. 
Oxford, Miss. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Hoover (Regions Park) 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Mobile, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Starkville, Miss. 
Starkville, Miss. 
Starkville, Miss. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Auburn, Ala. 
Aubum, Ala. 
Auburn, Ala. 


Hoover, Ala. 
Campus Sites 
Campus Sites 
Omaha, Neb. 
Omaha, Neb. 


6:00 p.m. CT 
6:00 p.m. CT 
5:00 p.m. CT 


6:30 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
4:05 p.m. CT 
2:05 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
2:05 p.m. CT 
6:30 p.m. CT 
1:30 p.m. CT 
1:30 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
6:30 p.m. CT 
5:30 p.m. CT 
3:00 p.m. CT 
12:00 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
4:05 p.m. CT 
2:05 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
4:05 p.m. CT 
2:05 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
6:30 p.m. CT 
6:00 p.m. CT 
3:00 p.m. CT 
1:00 p.m. CT 
6:00 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
4:05 p.m. CT 
2:05 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
6:30 p.m. CT 
6:30 p.m. CT 
1:30 p.m. CT 
6:35 p.m. CT 
4:05 p.m. CT 
2:05 p.m. CT 
6:00 p.m. CT 
6:00 p.m. CT 
3:00 p.m. CT 


Cyeee 


TICKET 


SOFTBALL "4 MARCH 


PROMOTIONS 


EASTON SEC/PAC-10/BIG 12 CHALLENGE (MARCH 6-8) Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
03.10.09 vs. UAB Tuscaloosa, Ala. 6:30 p.m. CT AUABALIACUERETACORD 
03.12.09 _vs. Mississippi Valley State Tuscaloosa, Ala. 6:30 p.m. CT MARCH 6TH AT 7:30 PM 
03.14.09 _vs. Mississippi State* (DH) Tuscaloosa, Ala. 1:00 p.m. CT ¥ 
03.15.09 _vs. Mississippi State* Tuscaloosa, Ala. 1:30 p.m. CT enocure deed al 
03.18.09 at LSU" (DH) Baton Rouge, La. 5:00 p.m. CT 
03.21.09 at Mississippi" (DH) Oxford, Miss. 1:00 p.m. CT 
03.22.09 _ at Mississippi" Oxford, Miss. 1:00 p.m. CT 
03.25.09 vs. Samford Tuscaloosa, Ala. 6:30 p.m. CT 
03.28.09 at Florida’ (OH) Gainesville, Fla. 2:30 p.m. CT 
03.29.09 _ at Florida’ Gainesville, Fla. 1:00 p.m. CT ALABAMA VS. 
OKLAHOMA & NORTH CAROLINA 
04.01.09 vs. Troy Tuscaloosa, Ala. 6:00 p.m. CT MARCH 13TH AT 7:30 PM 
04,04.09 _ vs. Georgia* (DH) Tuscaloosa, Ala. 1:00 p.m. CT 
04.05.09 vs. Georgia’ Tuscaloosa, Ala. 1:30 p.m. CT “SENIOR NIGHT” 
04.10.09 at South Carolina’ (DH) Columbia, SC 5:00 p.m. ET 
04.11.09 at South Carolina* Columbia, SC 2:00 p.m. ET 
04.14.09 vs. Kentucky* (DH) Tuscaloosa, Ala. 3:00 p.m. CT 
04.18.09 vs. Arkansas* (DH) Tuscaloosa, Ala. 1:00 p.m. CT 
Seay yn Sot oe 
04.22.09 at Georgia Tech Atlanta, Ga 6:00 p.m. ET 
04.25.09 vs. Auburn* (DH) Tuscaloosa, Ala. 1:00 p.m. CT ALABAMA VS. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
MARCH 14TH AT 1:00 PM 
04.26.09 vs. Auburn* Tuscaloosa, Ala. 1:30 p.m. CT 
05.01.09 _ at Tennessee" Knoxville, Tenn. 6:00 p.m. CT “KELLIE EUBANKS DAY” 
05/02.09 _at Tennessee’ (DH) Knoxville, Tenn. 1:00 p.m. CT 
05.07.09 at SEC Tournament Knoxville, Tenn. TBA iasbnsiesaseeseol Sate 
05.15.09 at NCAA Regionals TBA TBA MARCH 15TH AT 4:30 PM 
05.22.09 vs. NCAA Super Regionals TBA TBA 
05.28.09 vs. WCWS Oklahoma City, OK TBA “ASHLEY HOLCOMBE DAY” 
“denotes SEC game 
(DH) denotes a double-header ALABAMA VS. GEORGIA 
APRIL 4TH AT 1:00 PM 
“BRITTANY ROGERS DAY” 
GYMNASTICS "4 
03.06.09 STANFORD TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 7:30 PM. CT nip o sao 
03.13.09 OKLAHOMA & UNC TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 7:30 PM. CT . io 
“LAUREN PARKER DAY” 
03.21.09 SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS NASHVILLE, TENN. 5:00 PM. ET 
NCAA NORTHEAST REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
04.04.09 TBA TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 6:00 PM. CT 
NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 


04.16.09 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS - TEAM PRELIMINARIES LINCOLN, NEB. TBA 
04.17.09 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS - SUPER SIX TEAM FINALS LINCOLN, NEB. TBA 
04.18.09 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS - INDIVIDUAL EVENT FINALS LINCOLN,NEB. TBA 


The Alabama Compliance Office often gets variations of the following question from boosters: “What kind 
of things may | do for or with prospects?” Each situation is often dependent on the specific facts pre- 
sented, and the best course of action is to continue to contact the Compliance office with questions. With 
that in mind, here are some basic rules of thumb. 


BOOSTERS ARE NOT ALLOWED... 


* to contact a prospect in an attempt to recruit or encourage attendance at Alabama. This includes telephone 
calls, letters, emails, and facsimiles, along with any face-to-face contact on or off the Alabama campus 


* to post messages on a prospects website (MySpace, Facebook or other similar sites) encouraging attendance at Alabama. 
* to invite a prospect or prospects family to any booster function or alumni event. 


* to provide a prospect or the prospect's family with free or reduced rate transportation, meals, lodging, gifts, entertainment 
or expenses for any type of service. 


* to make contact with a prospective student-athlete or his/her parents when the prospect is on campus for official or 
unofficial recruiting visits (e.g inviting them to a tailgate party). 


* to contact a prospect to congratulate him/her on signing a National Letter of Intent to attend Alabama, 


* to obtain film/videotape or transcripts from a prospect's educational institution in an effort to evaluate the prospect's 
academic eligibility or athletic ability, 


* to employ or arrange for employment of a prospect before the completion of the prospects senior year of high school. 
After graduation, a booster may employ a prospect as long as the compensation Is for work actually performed and at the 
going rate and the rate is commensurate with experience. 


* to arrange for money or any other benefit to be funneled to a prospect's coach, school, teachers, non-scholastic team, or 
other persons involved with the recruitment of the prospect for the purpose of encouraging a prospect to attend Alabama. 


BOOSTERS ARE ALLOWED... 


* to send information (news articles, game programs) concerning a prospect to the appropriate coaching staff. 


* to attend a high school or community college event, provided they do not contact prospective student-athletes or their families, coaches, 
counselors, or high school administrators in an attempt to recruit the prospect. 


* to continue pre-established friendships with prospects, their parents and relatives provided that the contact with these individuals is not 
arranged by Alabama coaching staff members, nor is the contact an attempt to recruit the prospect. 


* to attend public events (banquets, fundraisers, or dinners) at which prospects are in attendance. However, NO contact or attempt should be 
made to recruit the prospect, including contact with the prospects parents or coaches. 
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